
 Minor in Sub- Saharan
African Languages 

Discover Sub-Saharan Africa!

 Sub-Saharan countries are among the fastest-

growing in the world, offering opportunities for

investment, research, and cultural exchange.

Why choose the Minor in Sub-Saharan African

Languages?

Build cultural understanding of one of the

world’s most dynamic regions.

Study African languages such as Swahili

and Wolof.

Gain skills valued in global careers and

research.

Program details:

 ✔ Interdisciplinary approach

 ✔ Minimum of 18 credit hours

Requirements 
(18 Credit hours)

Language Requirement
(6 credit hours)

At least 6 credit hours of Advanced
Language courses. Only one African
language can be chosen to fulfill this
requirement. 

SWAH 405: Advanced Swahili I SWAH

406: Advanced Swahili II WLOF 405:

Advanced Wolof I 

WLOF 406: Advanced Wolof II 

Completion of the minor requires at least 18
credit hours in applicable courses. 

You may, in consultation with the

advisor, choose any two courses

from the following electives: LING

100: Intro to Language Science Ling

199: Language, Culture and Identity

in East Africa LING 400: Intro to

Linguistic Structure

African Culture and Linguistics
Courses (6 Credit hours)

LING 412: Language in Africa: Culture and
Society
(To be chosen in consultation with the
advisor)

To be chosen from thefollowing: AFST 210:

Introductionto Modern African

Literature

AFST 222: Introduction to Modern Africa
AFST 243: Pan-Africanism
AFST 267: Memoirs of Africa
ANTH 266: African Film and Society
HIST 110: History of Africa
HIST 211: History of East Africa and Southern
Africa
ACE 454: Economic Development, Tropical
Africa

AFST 410: Modern African Fiction

AFST 484: African Urbanization
ANTH 448: The Prehistory of Africa

ANTH 467: Cultures of Africa ANTH 468: Religions

Africa
GEOG 455: Geography of Sub-Saharan Africa
HIST 410: Decolonization in Africa
HIST 411: 20th Century Africa Intellectual
History
PS 341: Government and Politics in Africa
or a similar course at the 300 0r 400 level
approved by the advisor.

African Studies (6 Credit
hours)



Sub-Saharan
African Languages

Program at the
University of

Illinois

MINOR IN
SUB-

SAHARAN
AFRICAN

LANGUAGES

CONTACT 
Dorothy Maweu

Director and Coordinator of Sub-
Saharan African Languages Program

 Department of Linguistics
Office: 4119 Literatures, Culture and 

Linguistics Building
Phone: +1 217 300 0775

Email: dmaweu2@illinois.edu 
https://linguistics.illinois.edu/languag

es/swahili-program
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